
 

 

 

 

 

 

Boy21  by Matthew Quick 
Basketball has always been an escape for Finley. He lives in broken-down Bellmont, a 

town ruled by the Irish mob, drugs, violence, and racially charged rivalries. He's always 

dreamed of getting out someday, but until he can, putting on that number 21 jersey makes 

everything seem okay. 
 

Russ has just moved to the neighborhood, and the life of this teen basketball phenom has 

been turned upside down by tragedy. Cut off from everyone he knows, he won't pick up a 

basketball, but answers only to the name Boy21--taken from his former jersey number. 

As their final year of high school brings these two boys together, a unique friendship may 

turn out to be the answer they both need. 

 

Monday's Not Coming  by Tiffany D. Jackson 

Monday Charles is missing, and only Claudia seems to notice. Claudia and Monday have 

always been inseparable-more sisters than friends. So when Monday doesn't turn up for 

the first day of school, Claudia's worried. 

When she doesn't show for the second day, or second week, Claudia knows that 

something is wrong. Monday wouldn't just leave her to endure tests and bullies alone.  

As Claudia digs deeper into her friend's disappearance, she discovers that no one seems to 

remember the last time they saw Monday. How can a teenage girl just vanish without 

anyone noticing that she's gone? 

 

The Poet X  by Elizabeth Acevedo 

Xiomara has always kept her words to herself. When it comes to standing her ground in 

her Harlem neighborhood, she lets her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But X has 

secrets - her feelings for a boy in her bio class, and the notebook full of poems that she 

keeps under her bed. And a slam poetry club that will pull those secrets into the spotlight. 

Because in spite of a world that might not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to stay 

silent. 

 

 

 

BOOK LIST: 

TEEN FICTION FOR 

RELUCTANT READERS 

https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=9541567&currentIndex=1&view=allCopiesDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=19093848&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=42493002&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab


Here We Are Now  by Jasmine Warga 
 

Taliah Sahar Abdallat has never met Julian Oliver, but has sent him letters since she was 

thirteen. After all, he is her father. So it’s rather surprising when Julian, a rock star, all of 

a sudden shows up, asking if she’ll come to his hometown and meet his dying father. 

With her best friend by her side, Taliah goes to discover a part of her family she never 

knew. 

 

 

 

 

Denton Little's Deathdate  by Lance Rubin 
Denton Little’s Deathdate takes place in a world exactly like our own except that 

everyone knows the day on which they will die. For Denton, that’s in just two days—the 

day of his senior prom. 
  

Despite his early deathdate, Denton has always wanted to live a normal life, but his final 

days are filled with dramatic firsts. First hangover. First sex. First love triangle. His 

anxiety builds when he discovers a strange purple rash making its way up his body. And 

then a strange man shows up at his funeral, claiming to have known Denton’s long-

deceased mother, and warning him to beware of suspicious government characters. . . . 

Suddenly Denton’s life is filled with mysterious questions and precious little time to find 

the answers. 

 

History Is All You Left Me   by Adam Silvera 

When Griffin's first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, dies in a drowning accident, his 

universe implodes. Even though Theo had moved to California for college and started 

seeing Jackson, Griffin never doubted Theo would come back to him when the time was 

right. But now, the future he's been imagining for himself has gone far off course. 
 

To make things worse, the only person who truly understands his heartache is Jackson. 

But no matter how much they open up to each other, Griffin's downward spiral continues. 

He's losing himself in his obsessive compulsions and destructive choices, and the secrets 

he's been keeping are tearing him apart. 

 

 

My So-Called Bollywood Life  by Nisha Sharma 
Winnie Mehta was never really convinced that Raj was her soul mate, but their love was 

written in the stars. Literally. Which is why Winnie is shocked when she returns from her 

summer at film camp to find Raj hooking up with Jenny Dickens. As a self-proclaimed 

Bollywood expert, Winnie knows this is not how her perfect ending is scripted. 
 

Then there's Dev, a fellow film geek. Dev is smart and charming, and he challenges 

Winnie to look beyond her horoscope and find someone she'd pick for herself. But does 

falling for Dev mean giving up on her prophecy and her chance to live happily ever after? 

To find her perfect ending, Winnie will need a little bit of help from fate, family, and of 

course, a Bollywood movie star. 
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