
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Weight of Our Sky  by Hanna Alkaf 
Melati Ahmad looks like your typical moviegoing, Beatles-obsessed sixteen-year-old. 

Unlike most other sixteen-year-olds though, Mel also believes that she harbors a djinn 

inside her, one who threatens her with horrific images of her mother’s death unless she 

adheres to an elaborate ritual of counting and tapping to keep him satisfied. 

But there are things that Melati can't protect her mother from. On the evening of May 

13th, 1969, racial tensions in her home city of Kuala Lumpur boil over. The Chinese and 

Malays are at war, and Mel and her mother become separated by a city in flames. 

It  will take the help of a Chinese boy named Vincent and all of Melati’s courage to 

overcome the violence on the streets, her own prejudices, and her djinn’s surging power to 

make it back to the one person she can’t risk losing. 

 

Lovely War   by Julie Berry 
They are Hazel, James, Aubrey, and Colette. A classical pianist from London, a British 

would-be architect-turned-soldier, a Harlem-born ragtime genius in the U.S. Army, and a 

Belgian orphan with a gorgeous voice and a devastating past. Their story, as told by 

goddess Aphrodite, who must spin the tale or face judgment on Mount Olympus, is filled 

with hope and heartbreak, prejudice and passion, and reveals that, though War is a 

formidable force, it's no match for the transcendent power of Love. 

 

 

 

 

In the Neighborhood of True  by Susan Kaplan Carlton 

After her father’s death, Ruth Robb and her family transplant themselves in the summer of 

1958 from New York City to Atlanta—the land of debutantes, sweet tea, and the Ku Klux 

Klan. In her new hometown, Ruth quickly figures out she can be Jewish or she can be 

popular, but she can’t be both. 

Does it matter that Ruth’s mother makes her attend services at the local synagogue every 

week? Not as long as nobody outside her family knows the truth. At temple Ruth meets 

Max, who is serious and intense about the fight for social justice, and now she is caught 

between two worlds, two religions, and two boys. But when a violent hate crime brings 

the different parts of Ruth’s life into sharp conflict, she will have to choose. 

 

 

 

BOOK LIST: 

TEEN HISTORICAL 

FICTION 

https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=251562717&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=265302547&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
https://catalog.tln.lib.mi.us/?section=resource&resourceid=308133463&currentIndex=0&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab


Fatal Throne  by M. T. Anderson, et al. 
If you were one of King Henry VIII's six wives, who would you be? Would you be Anne 

Boleyn, who literally lost her head? Would you be the subject of rumor and scandal like 

Catherine Howard? Or would you get away and survive like Anna of Cleves? 

 

Meet them and Henry's other queens--each bound for divorce or death--in this epic and 

thrilling novel that reads like fantasy but really happened. Watch spellbound as each of 

these women attempts to survive their unpredictable king as he grows more and more 

obsessed with producing a male heir. And discover how the power-hungry court fanned 

the flames of Henry's passions . . . and his most horrible impulses. 

 

 

47   by Walter Mosley 

47 is a young slave boy living under the watchful eye of a brutal slave master. His life 

seems doomed until he meets a mysterious run-away slave, Tall John. Then 47 finds 

himself swept up in a struggle for his own liberation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fountains of Silence  by Ruta Sepetys 
Under the fascist dictatorship of General Francisco Franco, Spain is hiding a dark secret. 

Meanwhile, tourists and foreign businessmen flood into Spain under the welcoming 

promise of sunshine and wine. Among them is eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson, the 

son of an oil tycoon, who arrives in Madrid with his parents hoping to connect with the 

country of his mother's birth through the lens of his camera. Photography--and fate--

introduce him to Ana, whose family's interweaving obstacles reveal the lingering grasp of 

the Spanish Civil War--as well as chilling definitions of fortune and fear. Daniel's 

photographs leave him with uncomfortable questions amidst shadows of danger. He is 

backed into a corner of difficult decisions to protect those he loves. Lives and hearts 

collide, revealing an incredibly dark side to the sunny Spanish city. 

 

 

The Emperor of Any Place  by Tim Wynne-Jones 

When Evan's father dies suddenly, Evan finds a hand-bound yellow book on his desk-a 

book his dad had been reading when he passed away. The book is the diary of a Japanese 

soldier stranded on a small Pacific island in WWII. Why was his father reading it? What 

is in this account that Evan's grandfather, whom Evan has never met before, fears so 

much that he will do anything to prevent its being seen? And what could this possibly 

mean for Evan? In a pulse-quickening mystery evoking the elusiveness of truth and the 

endurance of wars passed from father to son, this engrossing novel is a suspenseful, at 

times terrifying read. 
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