
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swing   by Kwame Alexander 

Things usually do not go as planned for seventeen-year-old Noah. He and his best friend 

Walt (aka Swing) have been cut from the high school baseball team for the third year in a 

row, and it looks like Noah’s love interest since third grade, Sam, will never take it past 

the “best friend” zone. Noah would love to retire his bat and accept the status quo, but 

Walt has big plans for them both, which include making the best baseball comeback ever, 

getting the girl, and finally finding cool. 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan vs. The Boys  by Carrie S. Allen 
Michigan Manning lives for hockey, and this is her year to shine. That is, until she gets 

some crushing news: budget cuts will keep the girls' hockey team off the ice this year. 

If she wants colleges to notice her, Michigan has to find a way to play. Luckily, there's 

still one team left in town ... 
 

The boys' team isn't exactly welcoming, but Michigan's prepared to prove herself. She 

plays some of the best hockey of her life, in fact, all while putting up with changing in the 

broom closet, constant trash talk and "harmless" pranks that always seem to target her. 
 

But once hazing crosses the line into assault, Michigan must weigh the consequences of 

speaking up - even if it means putting her future on the line. 

 

 

Gravity  by Sarah Deming 
When Gravity Delgado walks into Cops 'n Kids, a no-frills Brooklyn boxing gym, and 

starts working with the legendary Coach Thomas, she joins a true melting pot of fighters. 

There's the flirtatious Lefty (a southpaw), hard-to-beat D-Minus ("They call me D-Minus 

'cause I'm all you need"), artistic Kimani "Monster" Browne, and a host of others. At the 

gym, Gravity finds the unexpected: the father she's never had in her coach, not one but 

two romantic prospects, and, most importantly, a love and skill for boxing. If she can stay 

focused, despite her troubled home life, she might just have a shot at the Olympics. 
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Cracking the Bell  by Geoff Herbach 

Isaiah loves football—it gives him structure and discipline after his sister's death tore his 

family apart. But when Isaiah gets knocked out cold on the field, he learns there's a lot 

more to lose than football. 
 

While recovering from a concussion, Isaiah wonders what his life would look like 

without the game. All his friends are on the team, and Isaiah knows they can't win 

without him. The scholarship offer from Cornell is only on the table if he keeps playing. 
 

Without football, what would keep his family together? What would prevent him from 

sliding back into bad habits? Isaiah must decide how much he's willing to sacrifice for the 

sport that gave him everything, even if playing football threatens to take away his future. 

 

 

Kick  by Walter Dean Myers and Ross Workman 
Kevin Johnson is thirteen years old. And heading for juvie. He's a good kid, a great 

friend, and a star striker for his Highland, New Jersey, soccer team. His team is 

competing for the State Cup, and he wants to prove he has more than just star-player 

potential. Kevin's never been in any serious trouble . . . until the night he ends up in jail. 

Enter Sergeant Brown, a cop assigned to be Kevin's mentor. If Kevin and Brown can 

learn to trust each other, they might be able to turn things around before it's too late. 

 

 

 

 

Winger  by Andrew Smith 

Ryan Dean West is a fourteen-year-old junior at a boarding school for rich kids in the 

Pacific Northwest. He’s living in Opportunity Hall, the dorm for troublemakers, and 

rooming with the biggest bully on the rugby team. And he’s madly in love with his best 

friend Annie, who thinks of him as a little boy. 

 

With the help of his sense of humor, rugby buddies, and his penchant for doodling 

comics, Ryan Dean manages to survive life’s complications and even find some 

happiness along the way. But when the unthinkable happens, he has to figure out how to 

hold on to what’s important, even when it feels like everything has fallen apart. 

 
 

 

The Final Four  by Paul Volponi 
Malcolm wants to get to the NBA ASAP. Roko wants to be the pride of his native 

Croatia. Crispin wants the girl of his dreams. M.J. just wants a chance. 
 

March Madness is in full swing, and there are only four teams left in the NCAA 

basketball championship. The heavily favored Michigan Spartans and the underdog Troy 

Trojans meet in the first game in the semifinals, and it's there that the fates of Malcolm, 

Roko, Crispin, and M.J. intertwine. Which team will leave the Superdome victorious? In 

the end it will come down to which players have the most skill, the most drive, and the 

most heart. 
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